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Curriculum Vitae 

 

 

Name in Full 
Prof. Irene Esposito, MD 

Country 
Germany 

Affiliation 

Institute of Pathology, University Hospital  

of Dusseldorf, Germany 

 

Email 
Irene.esposito@med.uni-duesseldorf.de 

 

Educational Background 
1991-1997   Medical School, University of Pisa, Italy 

1995-1997   Doctoral Thesis (MD), Institute of Pathology, University of Pisa, Italy 

1998        Medical State Examination  

1997-2002   Residency, Institute of Pathology, University of Pisa, Italy  

2000-2001   Postdoc, Department of Visceral and Transplantation Surgery,  

            Inselspital, University of Bern, Switzerland 

2002       Board Certification Pathology, University of Pisa, Italy 

 

Professional Career 
2008-2010 Chief of the Mouse Pathology Unit, Institute of Pathology,  

            Helmholtz Zentrum München, Neuherberg, Germany  

2010-2014 Associate-Professor (W2) and Vice-chair, Institute of Pathology,  

            Technische Universität München, Munich, Germany  

2014-2015 Full Professor and Chair, Department of Pathology, Medical University of In

nsbruck, Austria 

Since 2015 Full-Professor and Chair (W3), Institute of Pathology, Medical  

            Faculty, Heinrich-Heine-University of Dusseldorf 

Since 2018 Associate Editor, Virchows Archiv – European Journal of  
            Pathology 

2019-2022   Scientific committee member, United European Gastroenterology (UEG)      

2019-2023   Council member, European Society of Pathology (ESP) 

Since 2019 Co-Chair, Working Group Digestive Diseases, European Society of  

            Pathology (ESP) 

Since 2019 Steering board member, International Academy of Pathology  

            (IAP), German division 

Since 2020 Steering board member, German Society of Pathology (DGP) 

Since 2021 Spokesperson, Center for Personalized Medicine (ZPM),  

            University Hospital of Düsseldorf 

Since 2022 Deputy Spokesperson, Dusseldorf School of Oncology (DSO) 

Since 2022 Member of the Equality and Diversity Task Force of the UEG 

From 2024   President elect, European Pancreatic Club (EPC) 
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Research Field 
Surgical and molecular pathology of pancreatobiliary neoplasms.  

Mouse phenotyping. Precursor lesions of pancreatobiliary cancer. Inflammatory diseases of t

he pancreatobiliary tract. 

 

Selection of relevant publications  

Esposito I, Kleeff J, Bergmann F, Reiser C, Herpel E, Friess H, Schirmacher P, Büchler 

M. Most pancreatic cancer resections are R1 resections. Ann Surg Oncol. 2008 Jun;15(6):1

651-60 

 

Aichler M, Seiler C, Tost M, Siveke J, Mazur PK, Da Silva-Buttkus P, Bartsch DK, Lang

er P, Chiblak S, Dürr A, Höfler H, Klöppel G, Müller-Decker K, Brielmeier M, Esposito 

I. Origin of pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma from atypical flat lesions: a comparative stud

y in transgenic mice and human tissues. J Pathol. 2012 Apr;226(5):723-34 

 

Erkan M*, Adler G*, Apte MV*, Bachem MG*, Buchholz M*, Detlefsen S*, Esposito I*,

Friess H*, Gress TM*, Habisch HJ*, Hwang RF*, Jaster R*, Kleeff J*, Klöppel G*, Kord

es C*,Logsdon CD*, Masamune A*, Michalski CW*, Oh J*, Phillips PA*, Pinzani M*, Re

iser-Erkan C*, Tsukamoto H*, Wilson J*. StellaTUM: current consensus and discussion on 

pancreatic stellate cell research. Gut 2012 Feb;61(2):172-8.  *equally contributed 

 

Schlitter AM, Born D, Bettstetter M, Specht K, Kim-Fuchs K Riener M, Jeliazkova P, Sip

os B, Siveke JT, Terris B, Zen Y, Schuster T, Höfler H, Perren A, Klöppel G, Esposito I.

Intraductal papillary neoplasms of the bile duct: stepwise progression to carcinoma involves

 common molecular pathways. Mod Pathol 2014; 27:73-86. 

 

Berchtold S, Grünwald B, Krüger A, Reithmeier A, Hähl T, Cheng T, Feuchtinger A, Bor

n D, Erkan M, Kleeff J, Esposito I. Collagen type V promotes the malignant phenotype o

f pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma. Cancer Lett. 2015 Jan 28;356(2 Pt B):721-32. 

 

Schlitter AM, Jang KT, Klöppel G, Saka B, Hong SM, Choi H, Offerhaus GJ, Hruban R

H, Zen Y, Konukiewitz B, Regel I, Allgäuer M, Balci S, Basturk O, Reid MD, Esposito 

I, Adsay V. Intraductal tubulopapillary neoplasms of the bile ducts: clinicopathologic, immu

nohistochemical, and molecular analysis of 20 cases. Mod Pathol. 2015 Sep;28(9):1249-64. 

 

Basturk O, Hong SM, Wood LD, Adsay NV, Albores-Saavedra J, Biankin AV, Brosens L

A, Fukushima N, Goggins M, Hruban RH, Kato Y, Klimstra DS, Klöppel G, Krasinskas 

A, Longnecker DS, Matthaei H, Offerhaus GJ, Shimizu M, Takaori K, Terris B, Yachida 

S, Esposito I*, Furukawa T*; Baltimore Consensus Meeting. A Revised Classification Syst

em and Recommendations From the Baltimore Consensus Meeting for Neoplastic Precursor 

Lesions in the Pancreas. Am J Surg Pathol. 2015 Dec;39(12):1730-41.*equally contributed 

 

Chiblak S, Steinbauer B, Pohl-Arnold A, Kucher D, Abdollahi A, Schwager C, Höft B, Es

posito I*, Müller-Decker K*. K-Ras and cyclooxygenase-2 coactivation augments  

intraductal papillary mucinous neoplasm and Notch1 mimicking human pancreas lesions.  
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Sci Rep. 2016 Jul 6;6:29455. *equally contributed 

 

Heid I, Steiger K, Trajkovic-Arsic M, Settles M, Eßwein MR, Erkan M, Kleeff J, Jäger C,

Friess H, Haller B, Steingötter A, Schmid RM, Schwaiger M, Rummeny EJ, Esposito I*, 

 Siveke JT*, Braren RF*. Co-clinical Assessment of Tumor Cellularity in Pancreatic Cance

r.Clin Cancer Res 2017; 23:1461-1470 *shared senior authorship  

 

Schlitter AM, Segler A, Steiger K, Michalski CW, Jager C, Konukiewitz B, Pfarr N, Endri

s V, Bettstetter M, Kong B, Regel I, Kleeff J, Kloppel G, Esposito I. Molecular, morphol

ogical and survival analysis of 177 resected pancreatic ductal adenocarcinomas (PDACs): I

dentification of prognostic subtypes. Sci Rep 2017; 7:41064  

 

Kleeff J, Whitcomb DC, Shimosegawa T, Esposito I, Lerch MM, Gress T, Mayerle J, Dre

wes AM, Rebours V, Akisik F, Muñoz JED, Neoptolemos JP. Chronic pancreatitis. Nat Re

v Dis Primers. 2017 Sep 7;3:17060 

 

European Study Group on Cystic Tumours of the Pancreas. European evidence-based guidel

ines on pancreatic cystic neoplasms. Gut. 2018 May;67(5):789-804. 

 

Driescher C, Fuchs K, Haeberle L, Goering W, Frohn L, Opitz FV, Haeussinger D, Knoef

el WT, Keitel V, Esposito I. Bile-Based Cell-Free DNA Analysis Is a Reliable Diagnostic 

Tool in Pancreatobiliary Cancer. Cancers (Basel). 2020 Dec 25;13(1):39. 

 

Esposito I, Hruban RH, Verbeke C, Terris B, Zamboni G, Scarpa A, Morohoshi T, Suda 

K, Luchini C, Klimstra DS, Adsay V, Haeberle L, Saluja A, Fernandez-Del Castillo C, Sh

eel A, Neoptolemos JP, Isaji S, Shimosegawa T, Whitcomb DC, Campbell F; Working gro

up for the International (IAP – APA – JPS – EPC) Consensus Guidelines for Chronic Pan

creatitis. Guidelines on the histopathology of chronic pancreatitis. Recommendations from t

he working group for the international consensus guidelines for chronic pancreatitis in colla

boration with the International Association of Pancreatology, the American Pancreatic Assoc

iation, the Japan Pancreas Society, and the European Pancreatic Club. Pancreatology. 2020 

Jun;20(4):586-593. 

 

Gross C, Engleitner T, Lange S, Weber J, Jesinghaus M, Konukiewitz B, Muckenhuber A, 

Steiger K, Pfarr N, Goeppert B, Keller G, Weichert W, Adsay NV, Klöppel G, Rad R, Es

posito I, Schlitter AM. Whole Exome Sequencing of Biliary Tubulopapillary Neoplasms Re

veals Common Mutations in Chromatin Remodeling Genes. Cancers (Basel). 2021 Jun 1;13

(11):2742. 

 

Haeberle L, Schramm M, Goering W, Frohn L, Driescher C, Hartwig W, Preissinger-Heinz

el HK, Beyna T, Neuhaus H, Fuchs K, Keitel-Anselmino V, Knoefel WT, Esposito I. Mol

ecular analysis of cyst fluids improves the diagnostic accuracy of pre-operative assessment 

of pancreatic cystic lesions. Sci Rep. 2021 Feb 3;11(1):2901. 

 

Liffers ST, Godfrey L, Frohn L, Haeberle L, Yavas A, Vesce R, Goering W, Opitz FV,  

Stoecklein N, Knoefel WT, Schlitter AM, Klöppel G, Espinet E, Trumpp A, Siveke JT,  

Esposito I. Molecular heterogeneity and commonalities in pancreatic cancer precursors with

gastric and intestinal phenotype. Gut. 2023 Mar;72(3):522-534. 
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